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The Content of Heavy Metals in Food Packaging Paper Boards

Yang-Hee Cho, Seon-Oh Park, Soo-Min Woo, and Tae-Shik Hahm�

Dept. of Health Food Processing and Technology Korea Health Industry Development Institute
*Dept. of Food & Biotechnology, Hanseo University

The Food packaging paper discharges a variety of substances including heavy metals. They not only persis
in nature for a long time, but also are toxic to human via the food chain. The levels of five representative heavy
metals- Cd, As, Pb, Cr and Ba were measured by Inductively coupled plasma emission spectrometry (ICP) in
118 different samples of food packaging paper boards The results of the present investigation show that mos
of the samples of food packaging paper board contain concentrations of heavy metals that are higher than the
limits designated by the European Council. In addition, the results showed that a remarkable difference exists
among the levels of heavy metals depending upon the procedure of sample pretreatment.
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